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i:e  of  the  superintendent 


UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE   INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 

YELLOWSTONE  NATIONAL  PARK 

YELLOWSTONE  PARK,  WYO. 


fSATHSR: 


Summary  of  the  March   19U8  Monthly  Narrative  Report  for 
TSLLOH'STONa;  NATIONAL  PARK 

Generally  stormy  weather  prevailed  with  below  normal 
temperatures.     Maximum  U8°,  minimum  -25°.     Compar- 
ative snow  depths  given. 


Pace 


3CIAL  ACTIVITIES:  Rogers  makes  J  trips  to  Boseman,    1  to  Billings  and 
2  to  Livingston  during  month.     Johnston  on  2  weeks 
annual  leave.     Anderson  to  Glacier  on  meal  opera- 
tions.    LaNoue  to  Washington  on  ranger  reclassifi- 
cation.    Discontinued  waiving  entrance   fees   for 
members  armed   forces  March  $1.     Collection  motor 
vehicle   license  fee  to  begin  June   1.     Special  exam- 
ination held  for  Stanton. 


HH-SERVICiS  TRAIN- 

gjn 

1AHS,  MAPS  AND 
SURVtfB: 


INSPECTIONS: 


170  hours  devoted  to  preparation  training  outlines 
and  Instructions.     Seven  outlines  prepared  todate. 

Conferences  held  on  Old   Faithful  and  West  Thumb  Master 
Planning.     Merriam  reviewed  TSsst  Thumb  plans.      Old 
Faithful  and  v*est  Thumb  development  plans  submitted. 
Propane  installations   plans  submitted.     Kitchen  wing 
and  boiler  house  plans,  Roosevelt  Lodge,   submitted. 

Mulvany  departed  March  5»  Merriam  visitor  25-28. 


GENERAL  PUBLICITY:     112,000  Yellowstone  broadsides  on  hand. 


MAINTENAHCBi 


IBM  CONSTRUCTION: 


CONCESSIONERS: 


Snow  removal  operations  above  normal.     Road  to  Old 
Faithful  and  Canyon  opened  during  month.      Exposed 
roads  showing  extensive  breakup  of  bituminous  mat. 
Crew  organized  to  peel  guard  rail  logs.     Road  to  Mt. 
iflashburn  opened  for  late  skiing.     Restricted  load 
limit  placed  on  park  roads.     I4.  GMC  cargo  trucks  con- 
verted into  dump  trucks.     Small  washout  occurred  on 
road  to  Stevens  Creek  area. 

No  active  projects  in  park  during  month.     Residences 
at  Mammoth  nearing  completion.     No  additional  progress 
on  temporary  houses  at  Mammoth,  Account  J4.OI. 

Huntley  Child,   Povah  and  Haynes  visit  park.     Hamilton 
rates  for  19^6  approved.     Drs.  Lueck  and  Pearson 
granted  new  5  year  business  concession  permit. 
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UUSSUM  ACTIVITIES 

and  mrstm  ~ 


R3S3ARCH  AND  OB- 
SERVATION7 


NATURAL  HISTORY 

ASSftCIAtM: 


INCRBASS  OR  DB- 
CREASS  IN  TRAVSLi 


RANGgR  SERVIC3: 


AST SLOPS: 


BIOHCRNj 


Condon  gave  talk  and  showed  motion  pictures  at 
Bozeman  Chamber  of  Commerce  meeting.     University 
of  Idaho  students  given  park  information  and  shown 
motion  pictures. 

Madison  Museum  exhibit  material  revised.     Trip 
to  Madison  Junction.     New  labels  made  for  various 
exhibits. 

Two  field  trips  made*   one  to  Norris  and  one  te  Old 
Faithful.     Good  pictures  obtained  at  Norris. 

Research  made  into  reoords  of  all  stage  robberies 
for  Haynes.     Historical  material  obtained  for  Mattes. 
Historical  data  on  Who  First  Climbed  Grand  Teton  re- 
viewed.    Article   for  Nature  Magazine  reviewed. 

Books   for  museum  ordered  and  several   shipments 
received.     New  book  "Piney  Bear"    obtained.     Numerous 
library  books  bound  and   repaired. 

773  persons  in  I4.64  vehicles  entered  park.      Only 
road  open  from  Gardiner  to  Cooke.     Skiers  attracted 
to  park  over  weekends. 

Protection  division  personnel  occupied  in  various 
activities. 

Extensive  ski  patrols  made  in  all  districts.     Pro- 
tection division  equipment  serviced  and  repaired. 

Antelope   remained  generally  on  lower  winter  range 
below  Gardiner.     No  important  change  in  status. 


k 
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176  bighorn  counted  in  early  March, 
to  good  physical  condition. 


Mostly  in  fair 
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BUFFALO: 


COYOTSSt 


Buffalo  in  Lamar  area  herd  pressed   for  forage  and 
some  in  poor  condition.     Some  groups  drifted  out  of 
park.     Four  buffalo  trapped  at  Gorwin  by  W.  S.   Brogan. 
Buffalo  along  Yellowstone  river  in  fair  condition. 
Buffalo  feeding  discontinued  Maroh  12.     155  bales  hay 
fed  in  Februarys  I4S8  bales  in  March. 

A  few  dead  buffalo  observed  during  month.     Total  960 
buffalo  counted  in  park. 

Coyotes  numerous   over  lower  portion  winter  range. 
Very  few  ear-tagged  coyotes  observed  and  none  col- 
lected inside  park.     Extensive  poisoning  projects 
carried  on  by  RfeWL  Service  which  believed  have  bear- 
ing on  present  coyote  migrate  studies. 
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Elk  remained  concentrated  on  lower  portions  winter 
range.   Considerable  number  dead  animals  observed  in 
Lamar,  Tower  Palls  and  Mammoth  districts  and  many  in 
poor  oondition.  Heavy  winter  loss  expected.   Survey 
winter  losses  planned  late  April.  Condition  Gallatin 
herd  similar  to  Northern  Yellowstone  herd. 


Page 


Tracks  of  Canadian  lynx  seen  near  West  Yellowstone . 
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FORBST  FIRS  PRO- 

""TBcTrcn 


Great  Gray  Owl  appeared  at  Mammoth,  affording  great 
attraction  to  photographers. 

Applicants  ohosen  for  all  but  1+   fire  control  aid 
positions.   Fire  oache  supervisor  needed.  Surplus 
tools  sent  Roosevelt  Hat.  Memorial  Park,  Grand  Teton 
and  Badlands.   Survey  made  of  5®0  kapok  bedrolls. 
Training  aids  made  for  training  program.  Program  for 
fire  school  and  conference  prepared. 

BUILDING  FIRS  PRO-  Fire  extinguishers  in  all  government  buildings  surveyed 
TECTION*         and  refilled.  Regular  inspections  made  of  all  fire 

hydrants  and  fire  fighting  equipment. 


WHITS  PINE  BLISTER 

—boot; 


FOREST  INSECTS: 


Expect  thoroughly  experienced  crew  for  White  Pine 
Blister  Rust  work.   Orders  placed  for  all  supplies 
and  chemicals  and  5°  kapok  sleeping  bags  received. 

Correspondence  exchanged  in  connection  with  threatening 
mountain  pine  beetle  epidemic  in  Targhee  National  For- 
est, Grand  Teton  and  Jackson  Hole  NM  areas.   Some  ad- 
vance survey  work  recommended  to  determine  whether 
infestations  within  Yellowstone  boundaries. 
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ACCIDENTS  t 


PERSONNEL: 


MISCELLANEOUS; 


One  motor  vehicle  accident  occurred  during  month, 


9 


S.  A.  Allan  returns  from  3  months  lwop.     Van  Cott 
transferred  to  Zion.     Warren  D.  Hotchkiss  eod  as 
Warehouseman -Truck  Driver.     John  Hbwak  deolined  Yellow- 
stone transfer  because  could  not  keep  dog  in  park.  9 

Federal  Employees  meeting  held  March  1  and  carnival 
March  5«     Charles   Fuller  eleoted  Seoretary-Treasurer 
Federal  Credit  Union}  Seasholts  Vice-President. 
Special  Easter  Sunrise  Services  held  March  20.  9 
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Report  1ml 

UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Yellowstone  National  Park 
Yellowstone  Park,  Wyoming 

Iff  ice  of  the  Superintendent 

April  8,   19l*S. 

MEMORANDUM  for  the  Direotor. 

Following  is  the  report  of  activities  for  Yellowstone  National  Park 
during  the  month  of  March  19i|S* 

Weather  Conditions.     Generally  stormy  weather  prevailed  throughout  the 
month  with  below  normal  temperatures  and  precipitation  occurring  on  15  days 
during  the  month.     Twenty-three  days  were  recorded  as  cloudy  with  below 
freesing  temperatures   occurring  on  24  days.     A  maximum  temperature  of  U3° 
was  recorded  on  the  24th  and  a  minimum  of  -25°  occurred  on  the  10th.     Total 
precipitation  for  the  month  was  1.46"  as  compared  with  1*35"   in  19V?  and 
2.56"  in  1946. 

Following  is  a  tabulation  of  snow  depths  for  various  park  stations  on 
March  31s 

Location  194B  1947  19**6  1945  19*44  1943 


12" 

19" 

22" 

35" 

10" 

28" 

29" 

59" 

33" 

60" 

75" 

135" 

40" 

70" 

30" 

70" 

29" 

36" 

th  8"  4"  12" 

Tower  Falls  28"  13"  18"  4" 

Lamar  22"  8"  10" 

Northeast  38"  33"  25"  24" 

Lake  4B"  41"  41"  29" 

Lewis  River  Divide  99"  120"  116"  84" 

Snake  River  60"  53"  >2"  51" 

Old  Faithful  48"  51"  55"  37" 

West  Yellowstone  40"  38"  39"  27" 

Special  Activities.     Superintendent  Rogers  made  a  trip  to  Bozeman  on 
March  2  to  oonfer  with  3.  E.  Haynes   on  park  matters.     While  there  he  attended 
Rotary.     Another  trip  was  made  to  Bozeman  on  the   16th  for  further  conference 
with  Mr.   Haynes  and  to  obtain  information  from  the  Bozeman  library.     On  the 
17th  Mr.  Rogers  and  Chief  Park  Naturalist  Condon  conducted  the  program  at  the 
evening  Bozeman  Chamber  of  Commerce  meeting,  Mr.   Rogers  giving  a  talk  on  park 
operations  and  activities  while  Mr.  Condon  showed  motion  pictures   of  the  park* 
On  March  19  Superintendent  Rogers  and  Assistant  to  the  Superintendent  Joffe 
conducted  the  program  at  the  noon  meeting  of  the  Billings  Commercial  Club. 
They  both  spoke  on  park  activities  and  outlined  operations  for  the  coming 
summer.     A  trip  was  made  by  the  Superintendent  to  Livingston  on  March  25  to 
meet  Regional  Director  Merriam  and  bring  him  to  the  park.     He  took  Mr.  Merriam 
back  to  Livingston  on  the  28th. 

Assistant  Superintendent  Johnston  was   on  annual  leave  from  March  8  to  19* 
inclusive.     Mr.  Johnston  with  his   family  vacationed  in  California. 
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Chief  Clerk  Anderson  made  a  trip  to  Glaeier  from  Maroh  10  to  13  to  obtain 
information  in  oonneotion  with  a  new  method  of  handling  mess  operations  now  in 
use  in  Glacier. 

Chief  Ranger  LaNoue  left  for  Washington,   D.  C.   on  March  15  to  appear 
before  the  Civil  Service  Commission  with  other  National  Park  Service   offiolals 
in  connection  with  the  reallocation  of  protection  division  personnel.     He 
returned  on  the  28th. 

On  March  15  the   Director1 s   Office   issued  F0-653*   ^foich  provided  for  dis- 
continuing the  waiving  of  admission  fees    for  members   of  the  armed  forces  in 
uniform,   to  be  effective  March  31,   19^+8 • 

On  March  25  the   Director  authorized  the  collection  of  the  motor  vehicle 
license  fee   for  I9J48  to  begin  on  June   1. 

The   local  Civil  Service  Board  conducted  a  special  examination  on  March  31 
for  Clerk,   CAF-5-6  for  Willis   Stanton,    Payroll  Supervisor,   at  the  request  of 
the   13th  Civil  Service  Region. 

In-Service  Training.     The  protection  division  training  officer  devoted 
170  man  hours  to  preparation  of  training  outlines  and  instruction  during  the 
month.     To  date  training  outlines  have  been  prepared  for  Checking  Station 
Operations,   Public  Eolations,   Highway  Patrol,  Report  Writing,  Radio  Procedure, 
Firearms   in  Law  Enforcement,   and  Traffio  Accident   Investigations. 

The  Yellowstone  Weekly  News  Letter  was  distributed  regularly  by  the 
protection  division.     A  new  drawing  appeared  at  the  head  of  the  News  Letter 
during  the  month. 

Inspections.     Ray  0.  Mulvany,  Field  Auditor,  Region  Two  Office,  who 
arrived  in  the  park  on  February  4  to  audit  the  Yellowstone  accounts  departed 
on  March  3»     Regional  Director  Lawrence  C.  Merriam  arrived  March  25;   deoarted 
Mareh  28. 

Plans,  Maps  and  Surveys .     Conferences  regarding  Master  Planning  at   Old 
Faithful  and  West  Thumb  were  held  March  2  with  Huntley  Child   of  the  Yellowstone 
Park  Company  and  Trevor  Povah  of  the  Hamilton  Stores,   Ino . 

Regional  Director  Merriam  reviewed  the   planning  problems   at  West  Thumb 
with  Mr.  Matt son.     Final  proposed  development  plans,   part  of  the  Master  Plans 
for  the   Old  Faithful  area,  were  prepared  for  submission  to  the  Region  March  29. 
The  west   Entrance  Development  Plans  were   forwarded  March  31* 

Propane  Installation  Plans  YBL-8079  A  were  resubmitted  by  the  Yellowstone 
Park  Company  and  forwarded  to  the  Region  Office  March  18.     They  were  recommended 
to  the  Director1  s  Office  March  25  by  the   Regional  Director. 

Iltchen  wing  and  boiler  house  at  Roosevelt  Lodge,.  Plans  YSL-8095  and 
YEL-8O96,  were  forwarded  to  the  Regional  Office  March  9«     A  plot  plan  for  the 
two  sites  was  forwarded  to  the  Region  Office  Mareh  23*     The  above  plans  were 
recommended  by  the  Regional  Office  to  the  Director's   Office  as  preliminary 
plans  about  March  22. 
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General  Publicity.     A  total  of  112,000  Yellowstone   broadsides  were  on 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  month,     "fte  are  still  patiently  awaiting  an  increased 
allotment  of  franked  envelopes  in  order  to  meet  the  tremendous  demand  for 
information  on  the  park  from  persons  contemplating  a  visit  out  here  this  summer. 

Maintenance.     Storms  and  high  winds  were  prevalent  throughout  the  month 
and  snow  removal  operations  were  above  normal.     It  was  necessary  to  use  the 
rotary  snowplows   on  several  occasions  to  get  through  the  deep  drifts  (k  to  6 
feet)   on  the  Mammoth  to  Cooke  road. 

The  road  to  Old  Faithful  and  Canyon  were  also  opened  during  the  month, 
the  latter  on  March  $1,     Snow  depth  around  Canyon  is  about  60  inches.     The 
Yellowstone  Park  Company  expects  to  mo^re  into  both  these  areas  in  the  next 
few  days  to  finish  the  installation  of  the  sprinkler  systems  in  the  hotels. 

Exposed  roads  are  showing  extensive  breakup  of  the  bituminous  mat  and 
these  breaks  are  being  patched  as   fast  as  possible. 

A  small  crew  was  organised  the  middle  of  the  month  to  finish  peeling 
guard  rail  logs  that  were  cut  and  stored  last  fall. 

gight  miles  of  the  Tower  Falls  to  Canyon  road  was  plowed  out  so  that  late 
skiing  could  be  had  on  Mount  Washburn.     The  plows  started  this   opening  on 
March  16  and  skiing  was  possible  the   first  weekend,  March  20-21. 

A  restricted  load  limit  was  placed  on  all  park  roads  the   latter  part  of 
the  month. 

Pour  of  the   surplus   G.M.C.  oargo  truoks  were  converted  into  dump  trucks 
and  will  be  used  mainly  with  our  truok  shovels. 

A  snail  washout  occurred  on  the  old  road  to  the  Stevens   Creek  area. 
This  was  repaired. 

Hew  Construction.     There  were  no  active  projects   in  the  park  during  the 
months     Contractor  McLaughlin,  who  has  the  contract  on  the  Koran  to  Yellow- 
stone approach  road,   Section  C,   is  desirous   of  getting  the  road  through  the 
park  open  to  the  south  entrance  so  he  can  move  on  the  job  by  May  1  but  he  was 
advised  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  meet  this  early  date* 

Accounts  I4.3I  and  U32,  Residences  at  Mammoth.     The  housing  under  Account 
452  has  all  the  wallboard  placed;  also  the  floor.     The  heating  plant  is  com- 
plete and  operating.     Woodwork  has  two  coats  of  paint.     The   one  under  \&1  has 
90$  wallboard  in  place  and  60$  heating  system  installed.     Bath  fixtures  and 
cabinets  remain  to  be  placed  in  both  houses. 

Ho  additional  progress  has  been  made  on  the  temporary  houses  at  Mammoth 
under  Account  i+Ol. 
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Concessioners.     Huntley  Child,  Jr.,   Secretary,   Yellowstone  Park  Company, 
and  Trevor  Povah,  Vice  President,   Hamilton  Stores,    Inc.,  visited  the  park  on 
March  1  to  discuss  next  season's  operations.     Mr.  Child  visited  the  park  again 
on  the  26th.     J.  fi.  Haynes,   President,  Haynes,    Inc.,  was  a  visitor  on  March  21. 

the  schedule  of  rates  for  the  19^8  season  for  Hamilton  Stores,    Inc., 
approved  February  26,   19^6*  was  received  on  March  10. 

On  March  17  the  Regional  Director  approved  a  new  business  concession 
permit  for  five  years,   Ho.   lA&np-223,   for  Drs.   Alfred  M.  Lueck  and  John  A. 
Pearson  to  conduct  medical  service  in  the   park. 

Interpretive  Servioe6.     The  activities   of  the  naturalist  division  in 
direct  interpretation  of  the  park  features  has  been  limited.     The  Chief  Park 
Naturalist  presented  a  talk  and  motion  pictures  to  the  Chamber  of  Commerce 
group  in  Boaeman  on  the  17th.     This  presentation  supplemented  a  talk  given  by 
Superintendent  Rogers. 

On  the  3°th  and  31«t  a  special  group  of  wildlife  students   from  the  Univer- 
sity of  Idaho  were  given  a  four  hour  discussion  on  Yellowstone  Park,   its 
history,   and  the  significance  of  the  natural  assets  found  here.     On  the  31st 
colored  motion  pictures  were  shown  this  group  and  they  were  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  examining  the  herbarium  and   other  study  collections. 

Museum  Activities  and  Exhibits.     During  the  month  the  exhibit  materials 
for  one   of  the   large  cases  in  the  Madison  Museum  were  completely  revised. 
A  trip  was  made  to  the  Madison  Museum  on  the  1st,   the  exhibit  materials 
brought  to  Mammoth  and  rearranged  according  to  plans  previously  made.     Hew 
labels  were  printed,   all  pictures  dry  mounted  on  panels  and  photostatic 
copies  of  the  original  acts  of  Congress  which  established  this  park  have 
been  included  in  the  display. 

A  oomplete  printing  of  several  sets  of  labels  for  the  cut  flower  exhibits 
has  been  finished.     Several   sets  of  tsxt   labels  for  in-plaoe  exhibits  have 
been  printed.     Sew  labels  for  exhibits  in  the  Norris  Museum  and  Fishing  Bridge 
museums  have  been  made.     The  outside  painted  signs   for  the  Norris  Museum  foyer 
exhibits  have  been  refurbished* 

Research  and  Observation.     Two  field  trips  were  made  by  division  personnel 
during  the  month.     One  trip  on  the  1st  to  Norris   Geyser  Basin  and  Old  Faithful 
where  observations  were  made  of  the  thermal  phenomena  and  animal  life.     In 
addition  to  this  materials  were  obtained  from  the  museums  at  both  locations. 

On  the  5th  a  trip  was  made  to  the  Norris   Geyser  Basin  and  observations 
were  made  of  the  thermal  activity  in  Norris   Basin.     A  series  of  pictures  were 
made  showing  the  unique  development  of  ice  masses  adjacent  to  steam  vents, 
geysers  and  springs.     Motion  pictures  taken  at  this  time  are  of  unusual  beauty 
and  interest.     These  are  deemed  of  such  value  that  it  is  hoped  to  preserve  the 
original  and  use  only  duplicate  oopies  if  funds  oan  be  obtained  to  finance 
duplication. 
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Some  time  was  spent  delving  into  old  records  to  secure  data  on  all  stage 
robberies  whioh  have  occurred  in  the  park.  This  information  was  provided  to 
Mr.  Jack  3.  Haynes  for  his  use*  Also,  old  records,  diaries  and  reports  were 
reviewed  to  provide  Historian  Mattes  with  some  Information  available  in  our 
library. 

A  review  was  made  of  historical  data  on  the  question  of  "who  first  climbed 
the  Grand  Teton?"  Some  of  the  information  secured  was  sent  to  Mr.  Brayer  in 
Denver,  Colorado. 

An  article  prepared  for  publication  in  Nature  Magazine  by  Hiss  Mildred 
Sricson  was  edited  and  her  data  checked  against  field  records  for  assurance 
that  all  facts  were  correct. 

Natural  History  Association.   All  books  which  it  is  anticipated  will  be 
required  to  carry  on  this  season's  service  at  museum  information  desks  were 
ordered  at  mid -month  and  at  the  close  of  the  month  several  shipments  had  been 
received.   Some  important  publications  are  not  available  this  year  and  their 
absence  from  our  stock  will  leave  a  gap  in  types  of  literature  available. 
"The  Yellowstone  Park,"  by  Chittenden,  "Yellowstone  Through  The  Ages,"  by 
Howard,  and  several  government  publications  are  out  of  print.   One  new  item 
has  been  purchased,  "Piney  Bear,"  by  Helen  Ogston.  This  book  is  attractive 
and  informative  for  children  but  may  prove  to  be  too  highly  priced  to  be 
popularly  received* 

The  association's  shipment  of  books  whioh  were  being  bound  and  repaired 
by  the  Deiter  Bookbinders  in  Denver  were  received  and  a  splendid  job  was  done, 
A  total  of  108  volumes  in  new  bindings  are  being  added  to  the  stacks  in  our 
library. 

Increase  or  Decrease  in  Travel.  A  total  of  775  persons  entered  the  park 
during" the  monEK  as  compared'  with  %9  persons  during  the  same  period  last 
year,  which  is  an  increase  of  18«3$.  Motor  vehicles  entering  the  park  during 
the  month  totaled  k&k  as  compared  with  the  2J2  for  the  comparable  month  in 
10ft* 

The  only  road  open  for  travel  was  between  the  North  and  Northeast 
Sntranoes  which  affords  access  to  the  aining  town  of  Cooke  located  five 
miles  outside  the  northeast  corner  of  the  park.  Several  cars  of  visitors 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  to  travel  over  this  section  of  highway 
to  visit  the  splendid  big  game  show  of  elk.  bison,  mountain  sheep,  deer  and 
antelope  that  can  be  observed  any  day  the  weather  permits.  Several  carloads 
of  skiers  from  nearby  communities  were  attracted  to  the  park  for  weekend 
skiing  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

Ranger  Service.  The  protective  division  personnel  were  occupied  during 
the  month  with  projective  patrols  throughout  the  park,  wildlife  census,  snow 
removal  from  buildings,  measuring  snow  depths  and  taking  water  content  on 
regular  snow  courses,  maintenance  and  repair  of  protection  and  fire  fighting 
equipment,  inspecting,  repairing  and  servicing  fire  extinguishers  in  the 
Mammoth  area,  preparing  and  giving  protection  outlines  in  connection  with  in- 
Service  training  program  and  revising  the  Yellowstone  Administrative,  Cheoking 
Station  and  Report  Manuals. 
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Sxtensive  ski  patrols  were  made  in  all  districts  in  the  park  for  general 
protection  purposes,  to  conduet  wildlife  observations,  remove  snow  from 
buildings  and  make  snow  surveys. 

Several  more  days  were  spent  in  servicing  and  repairing  protection  division 
equipment,  including  all  riding  and  packing  gear  and  fire  fighting  equipment* 

Wildlife  and  Fish  Cultural  Activities.  ANT3L0PB.  Antelope  remained 
generally  on  their  lower  winter  range  below  Gardiner  throughout  the  month;  a 
few  small  groups  were  seen  a  short  distance  above  Gardiner  on  several  occasions 
as  severe  winter  weather  temporarily  moderated.   No  important  change  in  their 
status  from  the  previous  month  was  noted* 

BIGHORN.  While  count  of  bighorn  was  made  in  conjunction  with  the  general 
elk  census  in  February,  results  were  so  unsatisfactory  that  a  more  thorough 
check  was  made  during  the  last  days  of  that  month  and  in  early  March.  Total 
bighorn  seen  was  176.   By  coincident,  this  is  exactly  the  same  number  seen 
during  the  last  previous  census  in  19i*6. 

With  few  exceptions,  bighorn  observed  were  in  fair  to  good  physical 
condition.   One  ewe  closely  observed  at  Quart*  Creek  (March  5)  had  a  rough 
appearance  on  both  rear  quarters,  suggestive  of  scab  mites.  A  young  ram  seen 
on  March  10  along  the  Yellowstone  River,  two  miles  above  Bear  Creek,  was  very 
emaciated  and  sneezed  continually.   One  old  ram  on  the  slope  of  Druid  Peak 
was  in  poor  physical  condition,  due  probably  to  extreme  age. 

BUFFALO.  Because  of  abnormally  severe  winter  conditions,  buffalo  of  the 
Lamar  and  Yellowstone  river  area  were  hard-pressed  for  forage  and  some  appeared 
to  be  in  poor  physical  flesh  by  close  of  the  period.  During  the  latter  part 
of  March  some  groups  drifted  outside  the  park  in  the  Gardiner  area.  About  $5 
animals  were  reported  just  outside  the  park  near  Gardiner  on  March  21.  Later 
(March  25)  25  buffalo  were  reported  at  the  Stemita  ranch,  3  miles  below 
Gardiner;  and  on  March  26,  3°  *®  35  were  reported  at  the  Rigler  ranch,  about 
7  miles  below  Gardiner.  Apparently,  most  of  these  aninals  returned  to  the 
open  area  just  north  of  Gardiner  where  numbers  varying  from  25  to  56  were 
reported  seen  during  the  last  days  of  March. 

Four  buffalo,  a  cow,  two  calves  and  a  2-year-old,  were  trapped  at  Corwin 
Eot  Springs  by  W.  S.  Brogan  on  March  27  and  are  being  held  in  his  display 
corrals,  Mr.  Brogan  has  a  permit  from  the  State  of  Montana  to  operate  a  game 
farm. 

Buffalo  seen  along  the  Yellowstone  River  during  the  last  days  of  March 
appeared  to  be  in  fair  condition,  in  spite  of  a  scarcity  of  available  forage. 
Some  animals  in  the  Lamar  River  area  were  in  very  poor  condition. 

Feeding  of  buffalo  on  the  fields  at  the  Lamar  Unit,  which  was  begun 
shortly  after  termination  of  reduction  operations,  or  on  February  12,  was 
discontinued  after  March  27— due  principally  to  shortage  of  hay  supply.   From 
February  32  to  29  hay  in  the  amount  of  155  bales  was  fed  to  buffalo  on  the 
open  fields,  numbers  of  buffalo  varying  from  1+1  to  131.  Hay  similarly  fed 
between  March  1  and  27  totalled  I4S8  bales,  and  daily  number  of  animals  on  the 
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feed  lots  varied  from  131  to  202.     A  few  doad  buffalo  ware  observed  during  the 
month  and  some  others  were  noted  in  -7&ry  poor  oondition. 

Betvreen  Maroh  1  and  12  a  census  of  the  buffalo  in  the  Mary  Mountain, 
Pelican  Creek  and  Upper  Lamar  areas  was  made  by  observers  on  skis.     Data 
obtained  (combined  with  count   of  the  Lamar-Yellowstone  River  area  made  on 
January  15  and  16)   gives  the  following  winter  distribution: 

Lamar-Yellowstone  River  Area  313 

Mary  Mountain  Area  3^0 

Pelican  Creek  Area  307 


Total  Counted  in  Park  960 

C0Y0TSS.     Coyotes  were  numerous   over  the  lower  portion  of  the  winter 
range  throughout  March,   as  many  as  seven  or  eight  being  seen  frequently  in 
single  packs.     V9ry  few  ear  tagged  animals  were  observed  and  none  was  collected 
inside  the  park  in  connection  with  the  migration  study.     It  was  learned  that 
extensive  coyote  poisoning  projects  have  been  oarried  on  by  the  Fish  and  Wild- 
life Service  this  winter  in  both  the  Lower  Yellowstone  and  Gallatin  River  areas. 
One  poisoned  coyote  was  reported  at  a  point  near  the  Trestle  Ranch,  about  7 
miles  below  Gardiner.     It  is  known  that  baits  treated  with  the  new  poison 
designated  "1080"   have  been  placed  up  the  Yellowstone  River  valley  at  least 
as  far  as  Yankee  Jim  Canyon.     In  respect  to  the  Gallatin  area,  the  following 
extract  is  quoted  from  the  monthly  report  of  District  Ranger  Arthur  Jacobson: 
"During  the   last  week  of  February  the  Fish  and  Midlife  Service  began  poisoning 
eoyotes  in  the  Tepee  Creek  area,   about  one  mile  outside  of  the  park  in  the 
Gallatin  area.     To  date  two  coyotes  have  been  found  inside  of  the  park  near 
the  Daly  Creek  area  which  appeared  to  have  died  from  poison.     The  bait  used 
by  the  Service   is   poisoned  horse  meat  and  the  area  is  posted  with  warning  signs 
to  the  public." 

Mr.  ^eldon  B.  Robinson,  biologist  of  the  Pish  and  Wildlife  Service,   Denver 
office,   has  been  informed  of  the  coyote  poisoning  projects,   and  it  is  believed 
that  this  activity  may  have  a  bearing  on  present  coyote  migration  studies 
being  carried  on  under  his  direction. 

SUE.     Slk  remained  concentrated  on  the  lower  portions  of  the  winter  range 
throughout  the  month,  and  it  is   likely  that  additional  numbers  have  drifted 
to  the  winter  range  outside  the  park  since  a  survey  of  that  area  was  made  in 
connection  with  the  oensus  in  February.     A  considerable  number  of  dead  animals 
have  been  observed  in  the  Lamar,  Tower  Falls  and  Mammoth  districts  during  the 
past  two  weeks  and  many  elk  are  in  very  poor  condition.     It  is  anticipated 
that  the  winter  loss  will  exceed  that  of  a  normal  winter.     A  survey  of  winter 
elk  losses  is  planned  for  the   latter  part  of  April. 

Conditions  for  elk  in  the  Gallatin  area  are  similar  to  those  in  the 
northern  Yellowstone  region.     About  150  elk  have  remained  within  the  park  in 
that  section.     Many,   particularly  calves,   are  reported  to  be  in  very  poor  con- 
dition. 
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LYNX.  Tracks  of  a  Canada  lynx  were  seen  along  the  west  boundary  south 
of  West  Yellowstone  on  March  3» 

OTHSR.  A  Great  Gray  Owl  appeared  in  the  Mammoth  area  on  March  31.  The 
bird  is  extremely  tame  and  has  afforded  great  attraction  to  photographers. 

Forest  Fire  Protection.  Applicants  had  been  chosen  for  all  but  four  of 
the  fire  control  aid  positions  by  the  close  of  the  month.  As  yet  no  qualified 
applicant  has  been  found  for  the  fire  eache  supervisor  position  as  well  as  a 
married  couple  for  one  of  the  lookouts. 

Surplus  tools  were  sent  to  the  Roosevelt  National  Memorial  Park,  Grand 
Canyon  National  Park  and  the  Badlands  National  Monument.  This  equipment 
included  council  tools,  lg"  fog  nossles  and  applioators. 

A  survey  was  made  of  some  5°°  kapok  bedrolls  to  determine  their  state  of 
repair  and  suitability  for  use  in  the  park  region.  At  least  100  were  determined 
to  be  unsuitable  for  use  in  this  olimate. 

Several  training  aids  were  made  during  the  month  for  use  in  training 
programs.  These  include  a  low  oblique  view  of  the  park  done  in  color  showing 
the  fire  hazard  areas,  primary  and  secondary  lookout  points  and  the  topography 
in  a  general  way.  This  is  3'  x  k*   and  should  be  a  good  visual  aid  for  use  in 
orientating  new  personnel. 

A  program  for  the  fire  school  and  conference  was  worked  up  and  instructors 
and  chairmen  were  selected  for  the  various  portions  of  the  conference. 

Building  Fire  Protection.  The  fire  extinguishers  in  all  of  the  Govern- 
ment buildings  "in" the  Mammoth  area  were  serviced  and  refilled  during  the  month. 
There  were  several  extinguishers  in  residences  which  were  found  to  be  out  of 
order  and  were  not  replaced  because  there  were  no  replacements  available. 
There  were  found  four  "Pyrene"  extinguishers  which  have  been  recalled  for 
replacement  by  the  manufacturer.  Several  other  one  quart  and  one  and  one -half 
quart  carbon  tetrachloride  extinguishers  were  found  in  badly  deteriorated  con- 
dition due,  apparently,  to  corrosive  action  of  the  fluid  contents.  Regular 
inspections  were  made  of  all  fire  hydrants  and  fire  fighting  equipment. 

White  Pine  Blister  Rust.  At  the  en^   of  this  month  replies  have  been 
received  from  approximately  thirty  Blister  Rust  Control  employees  from  last 
year  who  have  indicated  their  desire  to  accept  reemployment  this  year.  From 
all  indications,  to  date,  we  will  have  a  thoroughly  experienced  crew  on  this 
operation  this  summer.  Orders  have  been  placed  for  all  supplies  and  chemicals 
which  will  be  required  this  year  and  fifty  kapok  sleeping  bags  have  been 
ordered  and  received. 

Forest  Insects.  There  has  been  some  exchange  of  communications,  both  by 
letter  and  radio,  concerning  the  threatening  mountain  pine  beetle  epidemic  in 
the  Targhee  National  Forest  and  the  Grand  Teton  and  Jackson  Hole  National 
Monument  areas.  It  appears  that  some  advance  survey  work,  probably  in  the  form 
of  aerial  reconnaissance,  should  be  undertaken  toward  the  latter  part  of  June 
to  determine  whether  there  may  be  some  infestations  within  the  boundaries  of 
Yellowstone  National  Park  which  were  not  discovered  last  fall. 
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Accident 8.      One  motor  vehicle  accident,   reported  on  March  5*   involved 
two  privately-owned  vehioles.     Only  minor  damage  resulted  and  no  injuries  were 
sustained. 

Personnel*     B.  A.  Allan,   Powerhouse  Operator,   returned  to  duty  on  Mareh  1 
from  three  months   leave  without  pay. 

The   transfer  of  LeRoy  B.  Van  Cott,   Clerk-Stenographer,   CAF-i*,   to  the  same 
position  in  Zion  National  Park,   approved  on  February  27,   was   reoeived  in  the 
park  on  Maroh  9.     Mr.  Van  Cott  departed   for  his   new  station  at  the  close  of 
business  March  $1, 

Warren  D.   Hotchkiss   entered   on  duty  as   Warehouseman-Truck  Driver,   CAF-3» 
on  Mareh  11,   vice  Robert  J.  Carr. 

John  Nowak,   vhose  transfer   from  the  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,    Columbia, 
South  Dakota,   to  the   position  of  Payroll  Clerk,   CAF-J+,   had  been  approved, 
reported  at  the  park  on  Mareh  12.     When  Mr.    Nowak  learned  that  he  could  not 
keep  with  him  in  the  park  a  dog  which  he  had  brought  with  him  he  declined  the 
transfer  and  left  the  park. 

Miscellaneous.     The  regular  monthly  meeting  of  the  Federal   iSnployees 
Union  was  held  on  March  1.     The   Local   sponsored  a   carnival  which  was  held  in 
the  Canteen  on  March  5- 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Directors   of  the  Federal  Credit  Union,   held 
on  March  3*  Accounting  Clerk  Charles  E.   Fuller  was  elected  Secretary-Treasurer 
and  Chief  Electrician  Seasholts  was  eleeted  Vice  President.     Chief  Ranger 
LaNoue  is  President  of  the  Union. 

Special  Easter  Sunrise  Services  were  held   at  the  Mammoth  Chapel  at  6*00 
a.m.    on  March  28.     Reverend  A.  If.   Seebart  of  the  Livingston  Holbrook  Congrega- 
tional Church  was   in  charge. 


Edmund  B.  Rogers, 
Superintendent . 
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